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RoMANS XII. 1. 


T beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reaſon- 


able ſervice, 


FEZPEROD has been pleaſed to ſupport and 
© G carry on the thread of our lives thro” 

another year. Many who a twelve- 
XEESEX month ago were in the full enjoyment 
of health and ſtrength, in the prime or in the 
bloom of nature, have been cut off by death, 
and are now mouldering in the manſions of 
ſilence and darkneſs. But we, through the 
power and providence of the Almighty, are here 
this day among the living to praiſe the Lord, 
though ſeveral of us may be far advanced in 
years, though others among us may have ſuſtain- 
ed ſharp attacks of diſeaſe, and notwithſtand- 
ing ſome of our number have perhaps had ſur- 
prifing eſcapes from death in the perils we have 
been in from what are generally ſtiled acci- 
dents, but which in fact are no other than the 
very ſudden and more awful methods * 
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ed by Heaven for our departure from the pre- 
ſent life and world. As we have, through the 
good hand of our God upon us, been thus pre- 


| ferved through another year, and are here met 


together in the houſe of the Lord, the living mo- 
numents of his ſparing patience, and tender 
mercy, I am certain it cannot be improper for 
me to call your attention to the words I have 
now read, not only as they contain a duty that 
never can be an unſeaſonable ſubject of diſ- 
courſe, but as our meditation upon them may 
be peculiarly adapted to the expiration of one 


year, and the commencement of another. 


& ] beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the 


* mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies 


e a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
« which is your reaſonable ſervice.” 


In treating upon the paſſage, I ſhall, 


IT; Open and explain our duty according to 
© the repreſentation of it in the text. And, 


II. I ſhall conſider the argument the apoſtle 
uſes to inculcate and enforce our duty 
upon us. 


I. I ſhall open and explain our duty accord- 
ing to the repreſentation of it in our text. 
« We are to preſent our bodies a living ſacri- 
* fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
* our reaſonable ſervice, ” 

. 1. We 


argued from the Divine Mercies. 5 

1. We are to PRESENT our bodies a living 
facrifice, &c. We are to PRESENT them, that 
is, we are to bring them to God, to devote 
them to him as the ſacrifices were preſented to 
God, and dedicated to him under the Moſaic 
diſpenſation x. All that we are and have is 
God's. There 1s not a member of our bodies, 
nor a power of our ſouls, which was not created 
by him, and that bears not upon it the legible 
ſignatures of his power and wiſdom, and there- 
fore to God ſhould our ſouls with all their 
faculties, and our bodies in their whole frame, 
be conſecrated, It is facrilege, the higheſt ſa- 
crilege, to alienate ourſelves from our rightful, 
our only Proprietor and Lord. As flames 
aſcend up to their congenial ſkies, as rivers 
haſte to the ocean, whence they received their 
full tides, fo ſhould we return ourſelves to our 
God, and be entirely at his command and plea- 
ſure. © Speak, Lord,” ſhould be our language, 
the language inſpired and dictated by our very 
hearts, for thy ſervants hear. And, Lord, what 
wouldeſt thou have us to do? To obey God as 
our Sovereign, and to enjoy him as our portion 
inthewhole of man, his whole duty and his whole 
happineſs. * Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon earth that Ideſire beſides 
* thee?” } Preſenting ourſelves to God, ſigni- 
fies our ſurrender of ourſelves to him, or the 
paſling 

die oportebat olim victimam ad altare ſiſti. Nunc autem ubi- 


que eſt altare, & ubique nos ipſos oportet alacriter, & promte Deo 
liſtere. Bex. in Loc, t Pjaim lxxin. 23. 
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paſſing ourſelves by our own voluntary a& and 
deed out of our own juriſdiction into the di- 
vine dominion and diſpoſal, from henceforth to 
be employed in the ſervice, and to the 
glory of that God whoſe we are, and whom 
only we ought to ſerve. * 

2. We are to preſent 0UR BODIES. That ye 
preſent YoUR BODIES, that is, (a part of the 
man being put by a Synecdoche for the whole 
man) your whole ſelves, © for we are to glorify 
God with our body, and our ſpirit, which 


e are God's.” What we dedicate and yield to 


God is the whole man: for him the under- 
ſtanding is to know and conceive, for him the 
conſcience is to dictate and admoniſh, for him 
the will is to chooſe and reſolve, for him the 
Cy is to lay up and employ its ſacred trea- 
ſures, for him the affections are to kindle and 
glow, and for him the body 1s to breathe and 
act, and its eyes, its ears, its tongue, its heart, its 
hands, its knees, and its feet, are to be wholly de- 
God, and in their reſpective functions and 
powers to ſhew forth his praiſes. The bodies of 


« believers, ſays an ingenious and devout writer ||, 
cc 
are 


®* Rursdm fi conſideremus alluſum eſſe ad veterem morem holo- 
cautomatum, quo ſacerdos hoſtiam imponebat altari, Deus 
autem igni cœlitùs dimiſſo eam abſumebat non male congruit 
exhibendi verbum. Quod enim ſemel Deo dicatum eſt, non 
oportet in alios uſus accommodare Annotavit & illud Chry- 
ſoſtomus, quod non dixit Trouxox1;, i. e. facite corpora veſtra 
hoitiam, ſed Tacarnoal:, h. e. rradite, ut jam definant eſſe 
veltri juris, ſed incipant eſſe divini. Erafm. in Loc. 
"T1 Cor. Vi. 20. 
} Stennert's Sermons, Vol. I. p. 162. 
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argued from the Divine Mercies. 7 
ce are tabernacles, as they are the tenements of 
« of their own ſpirits; and ſacred ones, as 
« they are the habitations of the Spirit of 
« God; for their bodies are conſecrated to his 
<« ſervice as well as their ſouls. The members 
tc of their bodies are inſtruments and ſervants 
te of xighteouſneſs, and veſſels which their ſouls 
« poſſeſs in ſanctification and honour. Some 
« of the members of the body are peculiarly 
&« dignified in the ſervice of God, like thoſe 1 
* utenſils which were both of ſpecial uſe and 1 
*« ornament in the ſanctuary. The head of a 
ce ſaint, like the candleſticks of the tabernacle, 
e holds a conſtant light of divine truth and 
« wiſdom; while his heart, like the ſacred altar, 
« retains a never-to-be-extinguiſhed fire of di- 
* vine love, and zeal; and his organs of ſpeech: 
ct are like the ſilver trumpets, and other muſi- 
« cal inſtruments in the ſanctuary, devoted to 
the glory of God, and employed to praiſe, 
« him in the beauty of holineſs.” Or when 
the apoſtle ſays, that we are to preſent our 
BODIES, we may underſtand him literally as 
referring only to theſe bodies, an inferior indeed, 
but yet an eſſential part of ourſelves. View 
the foul as the anointed high · prieſt, and under 
this character preſenting at the altar of God 
the body as the ſacrifice, and you may poſſibly 
gain the true and exact intention of the apoſtle. 
But then you will aſk, Where is the preſentation 
of the ſoul? or, what does the ſoul, the nobleſt 
part of ourſelves, remain unholy, or undevoted? 
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I anſwer, that if the foul, as the high- 
prieſt, thus offers the body to God, without 
doubt the ſoul itſelf muſt be holy unto the 
Lord; as was evidently the caſe with the high- 
prieſt, whoſe office it was to ſerve with great 
reverence and devotion in the tabernacle, or 
temple, under the law. Add farther, that if 
the ſoul preſents the body to the Lord, it will 
not, it cannot withhold itſelf; for conſider, that 
this preſentation of the body is no inconſiderable 
part of the duty of the ſoul itſelf, that there 
15 as much reaſon for the ſoul to be conſecrated 
to God as there is for the body, and that it is 
utterly impoſſible that the body ſhould be 
employed for God, or ſhould ſerve him without 
the influence and engagement of the ſoul. So 
that if we underftand BopDies in our 
text literally, we ſecure at the ſame time the 
dedication of the ſoul to God, I cannot help 
obſerving, that this laſt explanation ſeems to me 
to ſet the expreſſions of the apoſtle in a moſt 


beautiful light. As if he had ſaid, According to 


the Moſazc ritual, the bodies of beaſts were 
« offered to God in facrifice; but under the 
*« goſpel you are to devote to him your own 


* bodies, a better ſacrifice than any animal 
victims, and a ſacrifice much dearer to you, and 


* therefore the oblation of it is more honour- 
“ able to God, than any lambs or bullocks, 
& that were ever preſented at his altar,” Ho- 
ever, whether we underſtand bogres in the text, 
as intending our whole ſelves, or in a literal 


ſenſe 
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argued from the Divine Mercies. 9 
ſenſe, as meaning our bodies only, you will ob- 
ſerve that nothing leſs than a total dedication 
of ourſelves is deſigned, and accordingly we 
ſhall diſcourſe: upon our ſubject. 

The (apoſtle exhorts us to preſent our 
hoc SACRIFICES. That ye preſent your 
bodies s ACR1FICES: that is, Holecauffs ||; or fa- 
crifices that were entirely conſumed by fire, ſo 
that nothing was retamed by the offerer. Thus 
let us preſent ourſelves to God, not withholding 
from him any thing that we are, or any thing 
that we have; but on the other hand yielding 
ourſelves unreſervedly and totally to him as our 
only Proprietor and Lord. And as the burnt- 
offerings under the a were wholly penetrated 
and poſſeſſed by the flame in which they were 
offered; ſo let our oblations, theſe ſouls and bodies 
we devote to God, be penetrated and poſſeſſed 
by the flames of divine love, and let there not 
be one part of our ſarrifice but what: feels _n 
powerful òperation and influence. 

4. The apoſtle exhorts us to preſent our 
© bodies LIV ſacrifices. This deſeription of 
the ſacrifices, as 11vaNnc, may either allude to 
the ſacrifices under the law, or may diſtinguiſn 
our ſacrifices from them. (1.) The apoſtle may 
allude to the ſacrifices under the lawi As the 
Iſraalites were not to offer to God x dead beæaſt, 

but were to BI the victim abo o the. 25 
1 | 1 1140 | 19h Th jf' INT 33 
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ſo we are to preſent to God, not a dead, but a 
LIVING ſacrifice. Vain is our religion, vain are all 
pretences to holineſs, and hopes of acceptance with 
God, if we are deſtitute of ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly life; if our hearts do not, as from a living 
ountain, diffuſe and circulate their vivifying 
{ſtreams throughout all our worſhip, all our 
concerns; and all our tranſactions with the 
God whom we ſerve. They are not bleſſings in 
paint or picture that the great Father of mercies 
confers upon us, but they are bleſſings ſub- 
ſtantial and ſatisfying; and not devotion, not 
preſentation of ourſelves in form or ſhew are 
what he requires of us, but we are to be LIVING 


ſacrifices; and all that we ſeem to be, that we 


are really to be in the inward defire, deſign, 


and reſalution of our. very ſouls. We are to 


{love the Lord aur God with all our hearts, 
„ and with all our fouls, and with all our 
* minds, and with all our ſtrength $.” Or, 
(2.) The apoſtle by the term LIVING ſacrifices 
may hereby diſtinguiſh our ſacrifices from the 
ſacrifices ot the law. Though the victim, ac- 
cording ta the Mioſaic ritual, was brought alive 
to be ſactificed, yet it was ſlain in ſacrificing. 
But we are to preſent our bodies to God 
LYING ſacrifices.” We are in no danger of 
ſuffering the Toſs of life by the dedication. of 
ourſelves to God, but we may continue it with- 
gut the leaſt detriment, or injury either to our 
being itſelf, or to its true comfort and enjoy- 
ment. When we offer ourſelves, ſays the 


« excellent 


. Mara xii. 30. 


* 
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argue from the Divine Merdjes. 11 
* excellent Mr Howe upon the paſſage ||, life 
will not be touched by it, or at all injured, 
* but highly improved and ennobled, by hav- 
ing a ſacredneſs added to it. Your bodies 
*« are to be offered a ſacrifice, but it is an un- 
* bloody ſacrifice, ſuch as you have no cauſe to 
ce be ſtartled at. It carries no dread with it. 
Life will be ſtill whole in you.“ 

g. We are to preſent our bodies a living ſa- 
crifice, HOLY to God. Sacrifices were preſented 
to God, according to his own appointment by 
: Moſes, ſuch as bullocks, lambs, and the like; 
but theſe ſacrifices had only a relative holineſs, 
or an holineſs which reſulted from a dedi- 
cation of them to the divine honour; it being 
1mpoſlible to be conceived that irrational crea» 
tures ſhould be capable of ſo much as knowing, 
and much leſs of poſſeſſing any moral rectitude; 
ſince they are deſtitute, becauſe irrational, 
of a proper baſis on which ſuch rectitude 
can be founded. But when we preſent our 
bodies, ourſelves, a living ſacrifice to God, there 
is to be a real as well as a relative holineſs in 
our oblation. We are to be actually conform- 
ed to the divine nature, and to be molded into 
an obedience to the divine will. Holineſs is to paſs 
upon us, not merely in ſhadow or type, not 
merely in verbal conſecration, not only in its faint 
glances, and outward reſtraints, and viſible 
refinements, but it is to penetrate and to poſſeſs 
us in a prevailing ſanctity of heart and life. 
Thy people, the words of the Father to his Son, 
| + B:2 | -*<:thall . 

| Howe on Self-dedication, Vol. I. of his Works, p. 284. 
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12 Dedication curſelues to Gad 
4 '\hall be willing in the day of thy power, in 
« the beauties of holineſs . A true chriſtian, 


one who preſents himſelf to God in the manner 


our text preſcribes, is ſincerely and radically 
holy. There is truth in the inward parts, 


% and in the hidden part he knows wiſdom *. 


HFolineſs is ſeated in the throne of the heart; 


there it ſways the ſceptre, and thence it diffuſes 
its influence and glory over the converſation 
and life. But ye are a choſen generation, a 
« royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
« people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes 
«* of him who hath called you out of dark- 
« neſs into his marvellous light g.“ 

6. We are to preſent our bodies a living ſa- 
crifice, holy, and alſo AccEP TABLE. Firſt 


haly, and then acc TABLE. Without holi- 


neſs our ſacrifice will be rejected. As falt was 
required to ſeaſon every offering to the Lord 


under the law 8, ſo there is to be a powerful 


ſavour of holineſs in our evangelical ſacrifice, 
or in vain do we hope that it will meet with 
acceptance from that God, who is infinitely holy 


in himſelf, and requires holineſs in all ſuch as 
draw near unto him. Though we are recon- 
ciled to God by the ſacrifice of jeſus Chriſt, 


that Lamb of God who takes away the ſin of 


the world, though we are accepted in the obla- 


tion of ourſelves through him as our mediator, 


and therefore ſhould preſent ourſelves at the 
mercy-ſeat in his name, yet holineſs growing 


from 


1 
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from our union to Chriſt, and faith in him, 
cannot but be well-pleaſing to God. It is what 
he commands, and it is what he will un- 
queſtionably approve. What is holineſs, but a 
conformity to God? And will he not delight 
in his own image, in the reflexion of himſelf 


in our ſouls, though with manifeſt imperfection 
and weakneſs? So the ſpark is of the ſame nature, 


however unequal in degree, with the ſtars of hea- 
ven, and even the ſun. itſelf. Once more, 
7. And laſtly, when we thus preſent our 


| bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to 


God, we are performing a REASONABLE, SER= 
vIcE. The ſacrifices under the law were the 
ſacrifices of brute beaſts; but chriſtians riſe 
higher in their ſacrifices under the goſpel; and 


preſent to God their bodies, and with their 


bodies their ſpirits, intelligent reaſonable ſpirits, 
that are allied to angels, nay that are the off- 
ſpring of God himſelf, and who, while other 
beings filently ſhew the Almighty is their 
former, can aſpire upwards, and with truth 


call upon him and claim him as their Father. 


Add farther, that the preſentation of ourſelves 
to God, may be ſtiled a reaſonabie ſervice or 
worſhip ||,. ſince it is in the very nature of the 
thing entirely reaſanable that we ſhould: yield 


up ourſelves to God. Has he not created us, 


has he not preſerved us, has he not in ten thou- 
ſand thouſand inſtances relieved, and ſuccour- 


ed, and bleſſed us? See, O man, the relations 


between 
Argus, Cultus. 
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between God and thyſelf, ſee the connex1ons, 
ee the obligations of law and of love, of ſu- 
preme authority, and unmented goodneſs, and 
\afk' thine own heart whether it is not reaſon- 
able, whether it is not the unbiaſſed, clear, 
and ſtrong dictate of conſcience that thou 
ſhouldeſt preſent thyſelf to God? It is a 
à truth legible as if written in ſun-beams, 
loud as if ſpoken in thunder, permanent and 
immutable as if engraven in adamant, that to 
preſent ourſelves to God, as a living and holy 
acrifice, is a REASONABLE SERVICE. 

I proceed, ; 

II. To confider the argument the apoſtle 
uſes to inculcate and enforce our duty upon 
Us. I beſeech you, ſays he, By THE MERCIES 
*of Gon.” The apoſtle does not here draw his 
arguments from the treaſures of divine venge- 
ance. He does not ſay, I ſolemnly command 
and charge you by the terrors of the Almighty's 
anger, by his threatnings and thunders againſt 
impenitent, unreconciled, and obſtinate ſinners; 
by all thoſe plagues that incenſed omnipotence 
can inflict upon you in this world, and by the 
ſorer puniſhments, the evetlaſting horrors and 
miſeries ordained for incorrigible delinquents 
and rebels in the world to come; but he ex- 
horts, he beſeeches the profeſſing chriſtians at 


Rome, to whom he wrote, and in them all pro- 


feſſing chriſtians in every age, BY THE MERCIES 
or God, that they would preſent themſelves a 
living facrifice, holy, acceptable to God, as 
« their reaſonable ſervice.“ By the MERCIEs or 

| ; God. 
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argued from the Divine Mercies. 15 
Gor. Let us a little conſider how great and 
numerous they are, and what motives are con- 
tained in them to excite us to the dedication of 
ourſelves to Goo. 

1. Let us conſider how great and nume 
rous the Divine mercies. Think, O man, 
how large and how many the favours God has 
beſtowed upon thee from thy birth to the 
preſent hour. Has not the whole line of thine 
exiſtence been drawn out in the uninterrupted; 
communication of. providential bounty and 
blefling? why wert not thou à cripple even 
from the womb? why wert not thou born an 
ideot, and with no more underſtanding, though 
in human ſhape, than the beaſts of the earth, 
and the fowls of heaven ? why wert not thou the 
ſon of a brutal Hottentot, a wild Arab, an enſlaved, 
Negro, or a ſavage bloodthirſty Indian? Why, 
above all countries in the habitable globe, was 
thy lot caſt in Great- Britain, a land of plenty, 
and a land of liberty? Look but to France, the 
very next kingdom, and there ſee in arbitrary 
and uncontrolable monarchy, in perſecution, 
in the ſlavery of millions, how great, how diſ- 
tinguiſhing the bleſſings which the inhabitants 
of Great- Britain enjoy? Let me aſk farther, 
For how many days has thy God furniſhed thy 
table, and bountifully fed thee? Through how 
many nights has he ſpread his ſhield and pro- 
tected thee? How ſeldom, it may be, haſt thou 
experienced pain and diſeaſe? and how ſoon 
have their Bag: been extracted, and ta 

| | axts 
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darts broken, and thyſelf reſtored to the enjoy- 

ment of eaſe: and health? What kind. and able 
relatives and friends, it may be, have been ever 4 
at hand to help thee, and how have they 
ſoftened and abated thy ſorrows, and enhanced 

and ary bara joys? If at any time thy path 


has been h round with thorns, thy God 
has opened a way for thine eſcape; if thy life 
has been embittered with fome uncommon af- 
fliction, yet God has mingled mercy with the 
cup of wormwood and gall, and, it may be, has 
foon, very ſoon, and very ſurpriſingly removed 
it. Thus think, think, Oman, what ſtreams 
numerous and full have flowed from the nether 
ſprings of providential power and goodneſs. 
Bat theſe are not all the mercies thou haſt en- 
joyed. Thou art neither bowing down to an 
idol, or to the hoſt of heaven with an Vidian, 
nor following a wicked impoſtor with a Turk, 
nor worſhipping an impotent ſaint, or à con- 
ſecrated water as thy Saviour, with a Papi; 
but the lines of life have fallen to thee in a 
country where the goſpel ſhines in its purity, 
and thou haſt the beſt opportunities for know- 
edge, the beft means of ſalvation. Thou haſt thy 
Bible to conſult, to peruſe, and the faithful mi- 
niſters'of'the goſpel upon whom to attend, and 
whole office and ſtudy it is to open and explain 
the wonderful things contained in the divine 
word, and perſuade, and preſs thee, To what? 
not to thy deſtruction, not to thine hurt, butt 
to thy duty, thy ſalvation, thine happineſs 3 7 
, 5 an . 
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and hereafter. If thou art guilty and obnoxi- 
ous to divine wrath ſee what a Redeemer the 
goſpel diſcovers! Jesus the Son of God, Ema- 
nuel, God with us: he is appointed, he is able, 
he is willing to ſave, even to the uttermoſt, all 
* who come unto God by him *.“ He has 
diſcharged the tremendous debt that ſinners 
owed. *© He has ſuffered, the juſt for the un- 
« juſt, that he might bring us to God |]. He 
c has finiſhed tranſgreſſion, he has made an 
end of fin, he has made reconciliation for 
© 1n1quity, and has brought in everlaſting 
* righteouſneſs), He was wounded for our 
* tranſgrefſions, he was bruiſed for our ini- 
« quities: the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
upon him, and by his ſtripes we are healed,” 
His pains are our peace, his wounds our cure, 
his ſhame our glory, his croſs our triumph, and 
his death our life. “ It has pleaſed the Fa- 
ether that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell +; 
% and out of his fulneſs we may receive, and 
grace for grace, or grace upon grace, grace 
deſcending upon grace, or grace crowding. up- 
on grace, as one wave of the ocean crowds up- 
on another, or as rill riſes upon rill, and ſtream 
flows after ſtream from an everliving and 1 inex- 
hauſtible fountain **. 


A 


Again, 


* Heb. vil. 25. | 1 Pet. iii. 18. t Dan. ix. 24. 
$ Iſaiah liii. 5. | + Col. 1. 19. 


% John i. 16. That the expreſſion y=pw a1; N. which 


our tran!lation readers grace for grace, may be read grace upon grace, 
C according 
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18 Dedication of ourſelves to God 
Again, art thou, O man, an impotent, de- 
praved, and polluted creature? ſee the proviſion 


is given us the great promiſe of the Spirit to 
renew and ſanctify us: and how many ſouls 
has he purged from their iniquities, arrayed 
with the beauties of holineſs, and recovered 
from their bondage and ſlavery to fin and Sa- 
tan into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God? And haſt thou not, O ſinner, been often 
and often invited not only in the declara- 
tions, in the overtures, in the promiſes of 
he ſcripture, to apply by faith to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to intreat the regenerating influences of the 


holy Spirit; but have not the miniſters of the 


goſpel, as faithful echoes to the divine word, 
been diſplaying the riches of divine grace, been 
publiſhing the good tidings of peace and falva- 
tion, been beſeeching thee to be reconciled to 
God, and freely propoſing and offering pardon 
and eternal life in the name of Jeſus, that thou 


- mighteſt be ſaved from the wrath to come, and 


mighteſt be made an heir according to the hope 
of eternal life? And now ſay, O man, whe- 
ther here are not great, ineſtimably great mer- 
IG cies ? 
according to the paraphraſe I have given, will appear from the 
tollowing lines of Theegnis; 


TiSrams Nes fall xa ανα E if UW? 
Evporuny, Neing T' ar] aviur avias. 


"W? | Theog. L. 343+ 
But I muſt fink ſhould troubles know no pauſe, 
And thou ſhould'ſt forrows upon ſorrows ſend, 


made in the goſpel for thy renovation. There 
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cies? are not here merctes adapted to thy de- 
plorable indigence, and complicated miſery? 
mercies amply ſufficient to ſave and bleſs thee, 
mercies for thy ſoul, and mercies for eternity? 
Think whether thou haſt not only providential 
but alſo ſpiritual and immortal bleſſings to re- 
collect, to acknowledge with deep affection and 
gratitude in the review of the divine conduct 
towards thee? and more eſpecially is the ſcene 
of mercies enlarged, enlarged beyond all bound 
and meaſure, if thou haſt not only beheld theſe 
mercies, the mercies of pardon and ſanctifica- 
tion and in the end everlaſting life, ſhining be- 
fore thee in all their pleaſing attractions in the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, but if thou haſt alſo in 
a true and lively faith been enabled to lay hold 
of, to appropriate, and claim theſe bleſſings as 


thy portion, and if thou art now by the effec- 


tual work of the Spirit upon thine heart giv- 
ing the glorious evidences in the deſtruction of 
ſin, and in the love and purſuit of univerſal 
holineſs, that thou art actually in a ſtate of 
forgiveneſs and acceptance, art on the road to 


Heaven, and ſhall in a little time infallibly reach 


«the fulneſs of joy in the beatific preſence of 
= and dwell at his right- 

* hand, where are pleaſures for evermore 4.“ 
Having taken a view of the great and nu- 


merous mercies of God, let me, 


2. Shew you what powerful motives are con- 
tatned in them to excite us to a dedication of 
C 2 our- 

t Pſalm xvii. 11. 7 
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ourſelves to God. I ü beſeech you, ſays the 
* apoſtle, brethren, BY THE MERCIEsS oF Gop, 
e that ye preſent yourſelves a living ſacrifice, 
% holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
« reaſonable ſervice.” The mercies, the great 
and numerous mercies of God, we have ſeen, 
and each of them, from the vaſt, immeaſurable, 
everlaſting bleſſings of pardon and falvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt down to even a morſel of bread or 
a draught of water, ſpeak tous, ſome in ſmaller 
whiſpers, ſome in more audible accents, and 
ſome in ſounds loud as thoſe of the Almighty 
himſelf, when he utters his voice in the heavens, 
to devote, to ſurrender up ourſelves to the Lord. 
Sinners, do you hear the calls of the great and 
numerous mercies which you have received; and 
particularly think with yourſelves whether God 
has not ſpared you through another year, when 
he might have cut you down as cumberers of 
the ground, and have caſt you into unquench- 
able burnings ? What bleſſings have accompa- 
nied you, have been richly ſhowered upon you 
in the laſt twelvemonth ? moments and mercies 
have kept pace with each other, and have, as it 
were, contended which ſhould multiply faſteſt. 
Where is the ſingle moment of all the moments 
that compoſed the year, in which you have not 
experienced the goodnels and power of God as 
your preſerver, and benefactor? You have 
lived upon the unremitting care, and the ever- 
open ſupplies of an indulgent providence. And 
may it not be added, O finner, (if any ſuch 

EY ſhould 


* 


4 


7 


argued from the Divine Mercies, 21 


ſhould be here among us) that you are here 
this day in the houſe of God in the multitude 
of the divine mercies, and are now invited and 
beſought to acquaint yourſelves with God and 
ee be at peace,” to lay down your weapons of 
rebellion, to truſt yourſelves to the bleſſed Je- 
ſus who is almighty to ſave, and to bow to the 
ſceptre of his government with an aſſurance that 
all ſhall be well, whatever your former provo- 
cations have been, ſo that God “ will blot out 
“your tranſgreſſions as a cloud, and as a thick 
* cloud *, and * receive you graciouſly, and 
* love you freely 1.“ Think, O ſinner, of the 
mercies of God toward you, revolve them over 
and over, liſten to the voice that ſpeaks ſo loudly 
from them, and dread and deprecate the con- 
tempt, the abuſe, or the neglect of them. Why 
ſhould God be ſo good, and you ſo wicked? 
why ſhould he be ſo munificent, and you ſo 
ungrateful? why ſhould he ſay of you, as he 
once did of diſobedient-1/rae/, © Hear, O hea- 
te vens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath 
e ſpoken: I have nouriſhed, and brought up 
** children, and they have rebelled againſt me, 
© The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his 


* maſter's crib : but Iſrael doth not know, my 


people doth not conſider 8? or as in ano- 
ther paſſage, What could I have done more 
“ to my vineyard that I have not done in 1t? 


e wherefore, when I looked that it ſhould bring 


« forth 


F Iſaiah xiv. 22, f Hoſea xiv. 2, 5 Ifaiahi. 25 3. 
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* forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes * 
"Had you only in the laſt year received many 
favours from a parent, or from a friend, tho' 
let them have done never ſo much for you they 
had only been the almoners of the divine 
bounty, would you not have had ſome ſenſe of 
their extraordinary kindneſs, and could you 
Have found ſuch baſeneſs in your heart as to 
Have been unthankful to them, nay more, as to 
Have acted with enmity and hatred againſt 
them? methinks I feel your ſpirits riſe in 
deteſtation of ſuch a conduct, and ready to 
brand the wretch ſo abandoned as to return 
evil for good, as a monſter among mankind : 
How then can you evilly requite your beſt pa- 
rent, your beſt friend, your God, who has given 
you out of his unmerited love every enjoyment, 
every bleſſing that not only has crowned the 
paſt year, but even your whole life? What 
muſt he be ſtill ſet at nought, affronted, and 
rejected by you? or muſt he be denied when 
de he beſeeches you by his mercies to preſent 
« yourſelf to him à living ſacrifice, holy, accep- 
e table to him, and which you cannot but 
«© know is your reaſonable ſervice?” What, ſhall 
God draw you © by the cords of a man, and 
* with the bands of love +,” and yet will you 


break theſe bands aſunder, and caſt away theſe 
cords from you? Where are words ſufficiently 
ſtrong to defcribe the horror, the enormity of 
Tuch wickedneſs? And do not ſay, O gh 

*« that 


„ Tfainh v. 4. Foſea xi. 4. 
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* that you would preſent yourſelf to God and 
* become one of his people, of his ſubjects, but 
that you cannot cure and conquer a depraved, 
te diſaffected, and rebellious ſpirit.” Bring this 
ſpirit, bad as it 1s with all its pollutions, with all 
its gall of bitterneſs, and bonds of iniquity to 
the footſtool of the throne of grace, and beg of 
God, in the name of Jeſus, and ſhould your -_ 
prayers be interrupted by ſighs and drowned in 
tears, ſo much the better, to renew, to ſoften, to 
ſanctify your hearts, according to his gracious 
promiſe; A new heart will I give you, and a 
« new ſpirit will I put within you, and I will 
* take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, 
« and I will give you an heart of fleſh, And 
“Jill put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you 
e to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my 
“ judgments and do them *. And you know 
who has ſaid, © Aſk, and it ſhall be given you; 
*« ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall 
ce be opened; for every one that aſks, receives, 
« and he that ſeeks, finds, and to him that 
* knocks it ſhall be opened. For if a ſon atk 
c bread of any of you that is a father, will he 
te give him a ſtone? or if he aſk a fiſh, will he 
“ for a fiſh give him a ſerpent? or if heaſk an 


egg, will he give him a ſcorpion? If ye 


*« then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 


% unto your children, how much more ſhall 


« your heavenly father give the holy Spirit to 
* them that aſk him +.” But as for you ſaints, 
| brethren, 


4 Ezek. xx2vi. 26, 27. f Luke xi. 9—13. 
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brethren, beloved of the Lord, the actual par- 
takers of the bleſſings of peace and reconcilia- 
tion with God through his Son, the children 
of his covenant and his image, the heirs of God 
and the joint-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt, do you 
above all others be perſuaded by the wonderful, 
the ineſtimable, the ſuperabounding mercies of 
God towards you, to preſent yourſelves a liv- 
ing ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
% you know is your reaſonable ſervice.” This 
you will ſay you have done. I grant it, but 
can you renew the dedication too often? or can 
you, at the funeral of one year and the birth of 
another, find more ſuitable employment ? Is 
there not duty, 1s there not honour ſhown to 
your moſt mercitul God and Father in the freſh 
ſurrender of yourſelves to him? and are there 
not pleaſures and joys ſpringing up in yourſelves 
in the repetition of ſuch an holy and heavenly 
tranſaction? The grateful homage, the dedi- 
cation of the ſoul to God under the eternal 
emanations of bleſſedneſs from him, may be 
the eternal ſervice, and no ſmall part of the 
eternal happineſs of the angels and ſaints made 
perfect in the realms of immortality and glory. 
And can we too ſoon anticipate our heaven, or 
can too much of it deſcend into our ſouls, and 
poſſeſs and delight them here on earth? © I 
* therefore again beſeech you, brethren, by the 
© mercies of God, to preſent yourſelves a liv- 
ing ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
«15 your reaſonable ſervice.” If you, the re- 
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deemed of the Lord, the ſons and daughters of 
the almighty, the all-merciful Jehovah, if you 
do not willingly offer yourſelves to God, „the 
t ſtones, . as our Lord ſpeaks, would immedi- 
« ately cry out *,” What bleſſings all around 
you, bleſſings within you, in your hearts, your 
conſciences relieved from guilt and fears, and 
filled with joyful hope towards God? What 
bleſſings in hand, and bleſſings in proſpect, 
bleſſings ſtreaming from the fountain of life 
through eternal duration, and yet you the ſub- 
jects of them backward or diſinclined, though 
but in the leaſt degree, though but in the heſi- 
tation of a ſingle moment, to yield yourſelves 
up unto God? How can 1t poſſibly be? © What 


% ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his bene- 


* fits towards me d?“ ſhould be the grateful im- 
patient cry of every ſoul which God has par- 
doned and accepted through his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
And what ſhould be the anſwer, © Lord, I will 
te render myſelf. I here preſent all I am, and 


« all I have to thee. The members of my body, 
the powers of my mind, my time, my talents, 


&« they are all thine. Thou haſt aſſerted again 


and again thy right in me. By creation, by 
« providence I am thine, and thine I am by 
te the richeſt, the greateſt of all thy gifts, by 


«« redemption, and thine therefore I will be by 


sa voluntary deliberate. ſurrender of myſelt. 
Accept, O Lord, a ſelt-devoting and ſelf-re- 
D 


Lake xix. 40. $ Pla'm cxvi. 12. 
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* ſigning ſoul. Thy mercies ſurround, poſ- 
© ſels, aſtoniſh, and overcome me, and 168 
* conſtrained by them, by a ſoft and pleaſing, 


«but yet an irreſiſtible influence, to give up 


* myſelf to thee as one who is alive from the 
* dead, and who can own no proprietor, can 
* ſerve no other maſter but thee ; for thou haſt 
<c juſtified me, renewed me, comforted me, and 
* thou haſt aſſured me in the promiſes of thy 


* word, and by the work of thy Spirit, and 


te the manifeſtations of thy love, that I ſhall 
«ere long dwell eternally with thee, and be- 
e come a pillar in thy temple, and go no more 
forth. As thou then art to me a God, I de- 
'« clare myſelf, and my very foul dictates and 
«inſpires the declaration, that I am one of thy 


people.“ 
The APPLI CATION. 


1. Hence we may obſerve, for the diſſolvin 
the prejudices and objections of men of dark 
and corrupt minds, that the preſentation of our 
ſouls to God, or in other words that true reli- 
gion in the ſoul is a reaſonable ſervice.” So 
the apoſtle declares it to be, and fo unqueition- 
-ably it is, for what more reaſonable, more 


worthy of an intelligent mind, than that it 


ſhould devote itſelf to God? Say, thou pro- 
fane ſcoffer, ſay, thou vain pretender to ſupe- 
rior wiſdom and freedom of thought, where is 
the enthuſiaſm, or the madneſs, or in any re- 
- ſpect 
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ſpect the folly of religion? What, to yield 
ourſelves to God, to conſecrate ourſelves to him, 
the greateſt and beſt of all beings, our creator, 
our preſerver, our benefactor, our ſovereign, 
our father, who alone can guide, and guard, 
and bleſs us here, and make us happy in his 
infinite power and infinite love hereafter? what 
is there unreaſonable or in the leaſt degree un- 
happy or detrimental, or beneath the dignity of 
an intelligent and immortal being in all this? 
Then, then it is that the ſoul ſinks beneath it- 
ſelf, when it is engroſſed and ſwallowed up in 
the honours, the riches, the pleaſures of this 
world, of this life, and is under the tyranny of 
ſinful laſts and paſſions, of which it is hard to 


. ſay whether their dominion be more intolera- 
bly cruel or infamous. On the other hand, the 


ſoul is acting as a reaſonable being when it is 
enabled to break all terreſtrial bonds and ties, 


when it ſoars beyond the miſts and clouds of 


ſenſe and appetite, when it claps its free pi- 
nions, and aſpires, aſcends to its God, to be con- 
formed, to become obedient to him, and to 
maintain through his Son jeſus Chriſt commu- 
nion and correſpondence with him. I leave it 
with - any thoughtful mind to determine (the 
bare repreſentation will, I am certain, ſecure 
conviction and evidence) whether the ſoul is 
indeed behaving as a daughter of heaven, as the 
offspring and image of the eternal king, when 
its whole time and ardor are conſumed in ſport- 
ing with ſtraw-like trifles, when it is amuſed 
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with empty bubbles, when it is hung round and 
3 with fantaſtic viſionaty joys, or it 
"be defiling and 0 ing its wings, its 
6; Hh and afeRotis, uch were mate to 
tour to heaven, and BY 1s and" expatiate 
through eternity, with nothing better than mire 
and dirt, ſenſual, carnal; id pbrütich gratifica- 
ions and delights? Or does not the 16ul, on 
Ne other hand, appear to be a foul indeed, When 
its pinions have mounted, have begun their 
flight from carth and time, and are IH ift and 
full ſpeed for glory, honour, and initfiertality, 
D 950 never to be at teſt fill" the ſoul has reached 
gtfeat Objekt, the full ikeneſs to its er 
0 the tolhplete enjoyment of him? 
12. Hence we take notice of the ew. 


een, 


65 us to the temper and practice of holi- 


Hels. The goſpel opens and diſplays before us 


uch mercits of God as n pfnleſophic eye, 


however keen and clear, could ever diſcover; 


and from theſe mercies, as from ſo many vital 


and enerous roots, it educes. „ſupports, and nou- 
Tiſhes thoſe fruits of righttouſneſs which are 
Alle with God, and deneficial to men. 
Thus you fee in our text that ſelf-dedication 
Tiles out of the divine metcits. - Moſt true is it 


that the goſpel is a doctrine according to god- 


linefs, and moſt evident 1s it that they who take 


Oecalion from its rich and invaluable mercies to 


andutge themſelyes in unholy, vicious, and pro- 


Aigate lives, abuſe its very deſign, and affront 
and 
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and blaſpheme its grace. Its mercies contain 
not the ſeeds of ſin, but the ſeeds of holineſs. 
Duties bloom out of mercies ; holy practice 
from immenſe goodneſs. And let me add, that 
there is no obedience more free, more enlarged, 
more fruitful, than that which has its root in 
love. Legal terrors may force and drive. 
Evangelical grace will allure and attract. Eter- 
nal love is the ſource of the eternal obedience, 
and the eternal . praiſe above, and no wonder 
that they are pure and perfect. 
3. And laſtly, If we have ſincerely devoted 
ourſelves to God, let us evince the reality of our 
dedication by acting for his glory, and doing 
whatſoever he commands us. Have we pre- 
ſented ourſelves to God, and have we ſaid with 
our lips that we are the Lord's, let our lives 
agree with our declarations, and let us exert 
ourſelves for the honour of our God in the 
whole of our conduct, and be mirrors of holi- 
neſs, carrying and reflecting its amiable beauties 
wherever we go, and with whomſoever we are 
concerned. And for this purpoſe let us remem- 
ber what David ſays x, either concerning himſelf, 
or in the perſon of Chriſt, for undoubtedly he 
is referred to in the latter part of the pſalm ; 
O my ſoul, ſays the pſalmiſt, thou haſt ſaid 
«© unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord: my 
« goodneſs extends not unto thee .I have 
** ſolemnly declared that thou art my Lord, 
and have yielded up myſelf to thee as thy 
* ſervant, but ſtill my goodnels extends bra ta 
| cc ee : 
* Pſalm xvi. 2. + Verſe9g, 10, 11. E 
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<< thee: it cannot add one ray to thine eſſential 
% plories, or make the leaſt acceſſion to thine 
independent and immutable happineſs. But 
« though my goodneſs cannot reach in any of 
s its benign and beneficial effects to thee, yet 
« 1t ſhall in thy name and. for thy ſake, and as 
an expreſſion of my love and obedience to 
«thee, extend to the ſaints that are in the 
«earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all 
« my delight.“ I will aſſiſt, and ſuccour, and 
be ſupply them in their difficulties and diſtreſſes, 
«and in their weakneſs and indigence during 
their travels through this world to their hea- 
«"venly home, their father's houſe, where there 
is bread enough and to ſpare, and joys un- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory.” In like man- 
ner let our dedication of ourſelves to God be 
accompanied with bounty and bleſſing to men, 
and eſpecially to the people of God. And here 
I find a fit opportunity of recommending to 
your Chriſtian compaſſion and aſſiſtance the 


'CHARITY-ScnooL in Gravel-lane, on whoſe be- 


half I this day appear before you, and would 


now addreſs you. 


% The foundation of this ſchool was laid in 
«the year 1687, in the reign of King James 
ee the Second, when a ſchool was ſet up by one 
Poulton a Jeſuit, and public notice was given 


e that he would inſtruct the children of the 


* poor gratis. Upon which Mr Artbur S hal- 


let, Mr Samuel Warburton, and Mr Ferdinand 


« . Holland 
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argued from the Divine Mercies. 31 


Holland laid the foundation of this ſchool to 


avoid the dangerous conſequences of a Popiſb 
ſchool, and provide for the inſtruction of the 
children of the poor in the Proteſtant way. 
The number of. ſcholars at firſt was forty, 


© afterwards increaſed to fifty, but now to two 


hundred. The boys are taught to read, 
write, and cipher, and the girls are taught 
to ſew, and knit, and inſtructed in the prin- 
ciples of our common Chriſtianity, and there- 
by qualified for the ſervice of God and man. 
It may be ſaid to be the firſt ſchool the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters were concerned in; and 


te Objects are received into it without diſtinction 


« of parties; the common good being intended. 


* It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts of 
the city, and the children of the pooreſt ſort, 


© of watermen, fiſhermen, and others, are here 


cc 
cc 


taught without any expence to their parents, 
and are furniſhed with Bibles, Teſtaments, 
Catechiſms, Writing, and Ciphering Books. 
© The charges have been defrayed by the 
gifts and ſubſcriptions. of private perſons, 
with two annual collections, and the kind 


remembrance of the ſaid ſchool by ſome in 
their laſt wills.” 


And now, my chriſtian friends, I hope you 


will be ready to contribute your help to the 
ſupport of this truly laudable and uſeful cha- 


rity. 
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32 Dedication of dur ſelves to God 


See theſe young immortals: ſee them left de- 
ſtitute, it may be, of parents and friends, or 
in the hands of parents and friends who have 
it not in their power to give them an educa- 
tion. Do you ſtep in to perform the parts of 
parents and friends for them. Such a conduct 
will not be cenſured as impertinence, or blame- 
able officiouſneſs by the Lord of all, but on 
the other hand, if done in love and honour to 
himſelf, will be approved and rewarded by him. 
The leſs connection, the leſs relation to excite 
us to this kindneſs, the more ſhall we reſemble 
the love of God, which 1s heightened and en- 
hanced by its becoming grace and mercy, that 
18, free and unmerited love, and love to the help- 
leſs and miſerable. 

Think of the innumerable mercies you have 
received in the laſt year, and begin the preſent 


year with acts of mercy to others. 


Think how acceptable ſuch ſervices as I am 
now recommending are to God. To do 
good, and communicate, forget not, for with 
te ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed &” If 
any of you had a child among this number, a 
child for which you was incapable to provide, 
how glad would you be that others ſhould ſhew 
compaſſion to your dear offspring ? That com- 
paſſion which you would be glad ſhould be 
ſhown to your child, that compaſſion do you 


new to the children of others. God has placed 


us in this world in different ſituations; ſome on 


Higher and ſome on lower ground. Let the 


hills 
9 Heb. xili. 16. 


argued from the Divine Mercies. 33 


hills communicate of their dews and rains to 
the humble vales ; or, in other words, do you 
to whom God has given richly of the bounties 
of his providence liberally diſtribute to others, 
knowing who has ſaid, even your Lord and 
and Saviour, © That it is more bleſſed to give 
ce than to receive }.” 

Think of the eſſential ſervices that you may 
now perform for theſe children : for by giving 
them this good education you are preparing 

them for being comfortable and aſefal in life, 
and are ſowing thoſe ſeeds of divine truth and 
knowledge that may grow up, under the influ- 
ences of divine grace, in piety and goodneſs in 
this world, and in an harveſt of eternal life in 
the next. And if but one ſoul is ſaved by your 
means, how great the honour! and what a 
bleſſed recompence will you receive for your 
labours of love] Give therefore, and give boun- 
tifully, and rejoice at an opportunity of doing 
good, it may be, at once to the bodies and ſouls 
of theſe young creatures, and making them 
happy for time and eternity. | 

Yours 1s the field, yours 1s the harveſt, theſe 
are the gleaners after you; if you can, ſpare 
them large handfuls. 

As for You, I ſpeak to the numerous tribe 
of children now before me, You that are re- 
ceivers of the bounty of your kind benefactors, 
and herein of the favour of a good and gract- 
ous God to you, let me charge you ſeriouſly 

and 
T Ads xx. 33. 


& 
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34 Dedication of ourſelves to God, &c. 
and gratefully to conſider the bleſſings you re- 
ceive from God as the fountain, and from your 
friends as the channels. What a diſtinguiſh- 
ing mercy! that you have a good education, and 
good inſtructions beſtowed upon you? How 
many poor creatures of your age are left deſti- 
tute and friendleſs? how many that are brought 
up in ignorance, and all manner of impiety and 
wickedneſs? Not ſuch 1s the caſe with you, 
| through the ſovereign mercy of your God. O 
== - be careful to improve your advantages! Beg 
5 of God to renew you, and make you holy, that 
ſo, inſtead of proving briers and thorns, and 
having their curſe executed upon you at laſt, 
3 be branches of righteouſneſs, in which 
| -may be glorified in this world, and, being 
tranſplanted at length into his paradiſe above, 
may there be unto him for a name, and an | 
* everlaſting ſign” of his power and mercy in 
the full fruition of him for ever and ever, * 
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